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Another President's View of the District Meetings 


One of the outstanding impressions of the district meetings is that of the brave, 
unbroken spirit prevalent in librarians throughout the state who are carrying on in 
spite of tremendous handicaps, and in most cases without the tangible rewards of 
increased circulation such as was experienced a few years ago. 

A significant note was sounded by Dean H. H. Kildee in his statement that Iowa 
was the first state to include libraries and recognize their cultural influence in planning 
for the future welfare of the state. Of this we shall have more definite information 
at the state meeting and will be given an opportunity to discuss the plans submitted 
by the library planning committee. 

In very definite ways, many libraries are lifting the level of art appreciation in their 
communities by lending their buildings for exhibit purposes, and also by making their 
surroundings more attractive. 

The thought provoking presentation of the value of poetry raised the question as to 
whether or not libraries are living up to their opportunities in encouraging the reading 
of poetry and fanning the interest already oecasioned by the output of our own Towa 
poets. 

Revealing light was thrown upon the far reaching work of the Lowa Library Com 
mission. There were reminders at every meeting and all along the way of the constant 
help and encouragement supplied, not only to libraries and librarians, but also to indi- 
viduals far removed from publie library service who look to the Commission to supply 
their reading needs. 

It was a pleasure to glimpse the work of other organizations with kindred aims 
through their representatives on the programs. One senses vital forces at work to 
preserve the cultural influences which have persisted and become a part of the history 
of the state. They are now finding expression in what one publisher is pleased to eall 
‘‘a renaissance of literature in the middle west.’’ It is impossible to measure the 
contribution of libraries, not only to this movement, but to the enrichment of the life 
of the state in general. 


May B. Dritrcna, President. 
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Iowa Library Association 
; 1935 


As already announced the meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association for 1935 
will be held in Sioux City. The dates 
will be from Thursday noon, October 
10th, to Saturday noon, October 12th. 

Hotel Warrior has been selected as 
Headquarters where registration will 
take place and all of the meetings held, 
except two, the places of which will be 
announced later. The books and other 
exhibits will also be displayed at this 
hotel which is within two blocks of the 
Sioux City Public Library. 

It is too early to give ful! information 
regarding the program, but announce- 
ment of two speakers may be made and 
a general outline of the program given. 

These speakers are Dudley Crafts 
Watson, who will address the District 
meeting of the teachers—which will be 
in session in Sioux City at the time of 
the Iowa Library Association meeting— 
and in attendance upon whose lecture 
the librarians will join. 

The other speaker is Edward J. 
O’Brien, whose collection of short stories 
are largely used in most libraries. He 
will speak on Saturday morning, his 
subiect to be announced later. 

This year the sectional meetings are 
scheduled as luncheons with brief pro- 
grams only and no round tables will be 
held. One session will be given to the 
diseussion of the Report of the Planning 
Committee. 

Hotel rates at the Warrior will be 
$2.50 for single rooms or $4.00 for dou- 
ble, all rooms with bath. 


Tentative Program 
Thursday Morning, October 10th 


Registration — Headquarters, Warrior 
Hotel 
Thursday Afternoon 
Addresses of welcome 
Mayor 
President of library board 
Response—Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, 
second vice president 
President’s address 


Address — ‘‘ Youth movement’? — (local 
speaker ) 


Address 


Announcements 





-12:30 
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Thursday Evening 
6:30—lowa Library Summer School 
Society, library schools, and class 
dinners 
8 :00—An evening with other organiza- 
tions furnishing reading matter 
Friday Morning, October 11th 
9 :00—Business meeting 
10 :30—Book talks 
Sectional luncheons 
Friday Afternoon 
2:30—Planning Board program (in- 
cluding address by A. L. A. rep- 
resentative ) 
3:30 or 4:00—Recreation, rides, ete. 
Friday Evening 
8 :00—(In connection with Northwest 
Division Iowa State Teachers’ 
Association ) 
Music 
Address —‘*‘The Musie-Picture 
Symphony Modern Art, Sandy 
Hook to Seattle’’ — Dudley 
Crafts Watson, Official Art 
Lecturer, Century of Progress 
Exposition, Chicago 
Saturday Morning, October 12th 
9 :30—Presentation of I. L. A. Medal 
10:00 or 10:30 — Address — Edward 
O’Brien, editor short story an- 
thologies 
District Meetings, 1935 

A slight change in arrangement was 
made this year in the time of holding 
the district meetings, that of the Central 
District at Ames being held early be- 
cause of Mr. Brown’s going abroad, and 
a week at another time being left vacant 
for the Women’s Club Biennial at Cedar 
Rapids. We are sure this made no dif- 
ference in either attendance or interest 
in the meetings. 

While little sunshine was enjoyed, 
there was only one rainy day, that of 
the meeting at Centerville, which, how- 
ever, was not the smallest meeting, 
though smallest in the number of l- 
braries represented. Good roads have 
materially increased the number in at 
tendance over the years when it was de- 
pendent on trains. 

The total fell three short of 1934, but 
above all preceding years. This differ- 
ence was due to a difference in the num- 
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registered. Omitting 


visitors 
these for both vear’s meetings, 1935 was 
fifty ahead of 1934, there being twenty- 


ber of 


nine more librarians, and twenty-one 
more trustees present than last year, and 
two more libraries represented. 

The largest meeting was at Ames, but 
with only four less at lowa City, and 
Algona following third. 

The largest number of libraries repre- 
sented was at lowa City, with Ames see- 
ond, and Cedar Falls and Algona next. 
Ames had the largest number of libra- 
rians in attendance with Iowa City only 
three short, and Cedar Falls third. The 
largest number of trustees was present 
at the Sanborn meeting, while Algona 
and Rockwell City had only two less. We 
give these figures merely as a matter of 
curiosity as the interest of the meetings 
depends on the participation of those 
present and not the number. 

The program at Ames was a departure 
from the uniform programs of the other 
meetings in subject matter and in out- 
side speakers from the college and town, 
instead of being provided by the libra- 
rians themselves. M. G. Davis, Super- 
intendent of Schools, talked on ‘‘ School 
Libraries,’’ Dean H. H. Kildee on ‘‘ The 
State Planning Board and Rural Li- 
braries,’’ and John H. Ames, City Man- 
ager of Ames, on *‘The Library and the 
City Government,”’’ all of whieh were 
greatly enjoyed. 

The program at the other meetings in- 
eluded the roll call on ‘‘The most inter- 
esting or amusing library incident of the 
year’’ (used also at Ames), the amusing 
predominating and breaking the ice of 
formality. 

The subject, ‘‘A Librarian’s Play- 
time,’’ often took the form of the dis- 
eussion of Hobbies, but sufficient em- 
phasis was given to a librarian’s need 
of a vacation, at least one night off dur- 
ing the week, and time for recreation 
and an outside interest to impress the 
trustees present, we hope. 

‘‘Art within the library’’ was inter- 
estingly, though differently treated at 
the different meetings, and suggestions 
for displays, exhibits, programs, and 
posters given. At the Centerville meet- 
ing Miss Maddy of the Oskaloosa Public 
Library gave a demonstration of letter 
entting and suggestions for poster mak- 
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ing which 
present. 

‘*Recent Lowa books’’ was discussed at 
but two meetings. 
and gains in ecireulation”’ 
proved a provocative subject for discus- 
sion. In a few cases gains were reported, 
but losses were in the majority. One 
library reporting gains said they came 
from increased rural circulation, and 
another thought the cooperation of the 
teachers accounted for the gain. 

The Book Talks as ever formed an in- 
teresting part of all of the programs. 
At Ames Miss Patton of Newton talked 
on Children’s Books, Mr. Spaulding of 
Des Moines on Nonfiction, and Mr. 
Brown and his staff conducted a forum 
on Fiction. 

Mrs. Kerr, who pleased the librarians 
so greatly at the State Meeting last Oc- 
tober, again pleased those present at 
lowa City and Cedar Falls with her 
book talks. 

At Villisea the members of the Coun- 
eil Bluffs, at Centerville of the Ottumwa, 
at Algona of the Mason City and at 
Rockwell City of the Sioux City Staffs 
gave interesting reviews of many of the 
books listed. At Sanborn Miss Rex of 
Spencer gave the Book Talk. 

Of the formal speakers, at Ames, Rose 
Rosenfield, a member of the State College 
staff, and a native of Russia, told charm- 
ingly of ‘‘ Russia as IT Know It.’’ 

At the Iowa City meeting, W. Leigh 
Sowers, Associate Professor of English 
at the State University of Iowa, talked 
on ‘‘The Russian Drama.”’ 

At Cedar Falls Katherine Buxbaum 
of the English Department of the State 
Teachers College told of her Summer in 


were profitable to those 


** Losses 


England. 
Anne Johnston of Council Bluffs en- 
tertained those in attendance at the 


Villisea meeting by her humorous talk 
on ‘‘Ships and the Sea, or When Is a 
Book Review not a Book Review.”’ 

At Centerville Lyle K. Henry, Edu- 
cational Director of the CCC camp at 
Oskaloosa, told of the educational work 
conducted in the CCC camps. 

Raymond Kresensky of Algona, one 
of Iowa’s native poets, spoke on the 
subject of ‘‘Poetry and Its Apprecia- 
tion’’ at both the Algona and Sanborn 
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meetings, and pleased his audiences with 
readings of his own poems. 

At the closing meeting at Rockwell 
City Mrs. P. B. Shedd, wife of the Pres- 
byterian pastor there, told entertain- 
ingly of her **‘ Personal Experiences in 
Persia,’’ where she and her husband had 
been as missionaries. 

Tea was served by the State College 
staff after the meeting at Ames and by 
the library board at Rockwell City. 

Luncheon was held at the Memorial 
Unions at Ames and at lowa City, at 
the Women’s Club House at Cedar 
Falls, at churches at Villisea, Algona, 
and Rockwell City, at the hotel at Cen- 
terville, and at the Masonic Temple at 
Sanborn. 

At some of the places a local program 
was put on during the lunch hour or a 
~elcome given by the president of the 
library board. 

Especially gratifying was the public- 
ity given to the meeting at Centerville 
where placards in the windows voiced 
the weleome of the Chamber of Com- 
meree, and there were generous news- 
paper notices in advance and accounts 
following the meeting by J. M. Beek. 
editor of the Jowegian and Citizen and 
a member of the library board. 

The beautiful flowers at some of the 
meetings will long linger in the memory 
of those in attendance. 

Resolutions of thanks to the boards 
and librarians of the entertaining li- 
braries, and to those taking part on the 
program were passed at each meeting. 

Miss Ditch, president of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association, and Miss Robinson 
of the Library Commission attended all 
of the meetings. Miss Diteh’s greetings 
and words of encouragement were 
greatly appreciated. 

The following chairmen were nomi- 
nated for the coming year, subject to 
confirmation by the Executive Board of 
the Iowa Library Association : 

Central—Letha M. Davidson, Public 

Library, Ames 


North Central—Mrs. Lura Sanders, 


Algona 

Southeast—Irma Hopley, Fort Madi- 
son 

Middle East—Edna Giesler, Daven- 
port 


Northeast—Mrs. C. V. Cave, Greene 





Southwest—Mrs. Gordon Hayes, Red 
Oak 

Middlewest—Grace Hanson, Odebolt 

Northwest—Paula Hoffman, LeMars 

Invitations for next vear were received 
in some of the districts but the selection 
of the places of meeting is in the hands 
of the Executive Board and is not made 
until later in the vear. 


American Library Association 
Denver, June 25-29 

Denver, as Gateway to the Rockies, 
should of itself attract a large crowd to 
this meeting and when to that is added 
the appeal of the A. L. A. program 
and its sections and affiliated organi- 
zations, the attraction should prove ir- 
resistible. And lowa is only twenty-four 
hours away by train! 

The names of a number of Towa li- 
brarians appear on the various programs 
and many others will attend to enjoy 
the programs and the scenery. Time 
and place of the Iowa Breakfast or 
Luncheon will be given on the Bulletin 
Board at Headquarters. Wateh for this 
announcement and save the time for 
this breakfast. 

The meetings of the Trustees’ Section 
will be held on Tuesday morning, 
Wednesday evening, and Friday after- 
noon, with a Trustees’ Dinner on Thurs- 
day evening. 

The Newbery Medal will be awarded 
at the meeting of the Section for Library 
Work with Children on Wednesday 
afternoon at 2:30. 


Iowa Library Association 
Memberships Paid at District Meetings and 
Since the Last Quarterly 

Alderson, Bella, Librarian, Creston 

Allison Publie Library 

Armstrong, Eva, Staff, Fort Madison 

Baller, Margaret F., Staff, Council Bluffs 

Barnard, Gertrude, Librarian, Atlantie 

Birdsall, Mrs. Belle, Librarian, Clarion 

Bishop, Mrs. W. E., Trustee, Muscatine 

Bloomfield Publie Library 

Bowman, Mrs. M. J., Librarian, Clear Lake 

Bray, Mrs. Evelyn Spencer, Librarian, Grim 
nell 

Brown, Jane C., Staff, Webster City 

Byers, Mrs. Frances Kendall, Librarian, 
Charles City 

Canon, Eva T., Librarian, Council Bluffs 

Centerville Publie Library 

Charles City Publie Library 

Clear Lake Public Library 











Converse, Abbie J., Librarian, Cresco 
Cresco Publie Library 

Dalin, Anna B., Trustee, Shenandoah 
Davidson, Letha M., Librarian, Ames 
DeVol, Ora, Staff, Ottumwa 

Duncan, Mrs. Laura, Librarian, Albia 
Fensler, Bessie, Librarian, Cherokee 
Grinnell Publie Library 

Hagey, E. Joanna, Librarian, Cedar Rapids 
Hays, Mrs. Lillian, Librarian, Centerville 
Hobbs, Ruby, Staff, Ottumwa 

Humphrey, Mary Brown, Staff, University 
of lowa 

Jones, Mrs. Ruth, Staff, Shenandoah 
Keckley, Mrs. Alice, Librarian, Malvern 
Kingsbury, Mary E., Librarian, Hampton 
(dues for 1936) 

Ladd, Mrs. Orra, Librarian, Inwood 

Lake City Public Library 

Law, Ainslie, Librarian, Traer 

MeCabe, Olivia, Staff, Des Moines Public 
Library 

MeMurray, Jessie, Staff, Webster City 
Malvern Publie Library 

Michener, Elizabeth, Librarian, Oskaloosa 
(dues for 1936) 

Morse, Helen M., Librarian, Maquoketa 
Muller, Alma, Staff, Ottumwa 

Narev, Mrs. Harry E., Trustee, Spirit Lake 
Nethereut, Mary Bell, Librarian, Drake 
University 

Peterson, Lucile, Librarian, Estherville 
Pitts, Elizabeth V., Librarian, Alton 
Pocahontas Publie Library 

Ralston, Mrs. Isabel M., Librarian, Poeca- 
hontas 

Richardson, Mrs. Florence, Librarian, Mo- 
ville 

Rhynsburger, Cornelia, 
tine 

Schaller Publie Library 
Shanklin, Lucille, Staff, Council Bluffs 
Simpson, Ida, Trustee, Maquoketa 

Smith, Inis, Librarian, Simpson College 
Spirit Lake Publie Library 

Stuart Publie Library 

Taylor, Ruby, Staff, Cedar Rapids 
Walpole, Elizabeth, Librarian, Storm Lake 
Walters, Mayme, Librarian, Tipton 
Webster City, Kendall Young Library 
Whitcomb, Metta, Librarian, Marion 
White, Mrs. Z. Z., Staff, Storm Lake 
Wimersburger, Evelyn, Staff, Iowa State 
College 

Woods, Irma, Librarian, Winterset 
© nee f Charlotte E., Librarian, Webster 
itv 


Librarian, Musca- 





Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs Li- 
brary Breakfasts at Mason City 
. and Cedar Rapids 

It has been the purpose of the editor 
of the Jowa Library Quarterly to make 
it a record of library history for Iowa. 
But she is often surprised in attempting 
to look up some question of such nature 
to find the reeord missing. 

Such a subject is that of the Library 


Breakfasts at the Women’s Club Bien- 
nial. The first one of record was at 
Ames in 1919. Whether there was one 
earlier is uncertain. There are accounts 
or items concerning all others except 
that at Clinton, two years after the 
Ames meeting, and the one at Mason City 
two years ago. 

It is not too late to repair the omis- 
sion of the Mason City Breakfast, but 
while we are sure there was such a break- 
fast at Clinton, there are only two items 
clearly in mind, one that it was held at 
the Wapsipinicon Club, and the other a 
remembrance of the beautifully served 
fruit consisting of strawberries on the 
stem. 

At Mason City the Breakfast was held 
at the Leone McGhee Tea Room with 
Callie Wieder presiding. The program 
consisted of a talk by P. F. Hopkins, 
City Manager of Mason City, and Greet- 
ing from Mrs. Horace M. Towner, of 
Corning. There were fifty in attend- 
ance. The arrangements for this break- 
fast were made by Miss Barrette and 
her staff. 

At Cedar Rapids at the recent Bien- 
nial of the I. F. W. C., the Breakfast 
was held on Wednesday morning at the 
Montrose Hotel, with 22 in attendance. 

In the absence at the beginning of 
Mrs. J. M. Halstead, chairman of the 
Library Extension Committee of the 
Federation, Miss Robinson presided and 
told briefly of rural library work in 
Iowa. 

This was followed by an interesting 
account by Mrs. W. B. Poinseit of Du- 
buque on the library work which has 
been done by Mrs. Herbert Adams in 
Dubuque county and of the newly or- 
ganized Dubuque County Library Asso- 
ciation, the first of its kind in Iowa. The 
purpose of this association is to arouse 
interest in books and reading for schools 
and individuals which shall result in a 
county library tax. 

Much interest was shown by those 
present in the subject and many ques- 
tions were asked Mrs. Poinsett concern- 
ing this work. 


Books for the Blind 
When one of the librarians of one of 
the larger libraries of the state writes 
inquiring where in the state books for 
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the blind in Braille may be borrowed, 
it seems fitting to say through the Quar- 
terly what we supposed every librarian 
in the state knew, that is that the Lowa 
Library Commission through the Trav- 
eling Library, loans books for the blind 
in Braille, grade 144, ad in New York 
Point. The latter was originally taught 
at the school for the blind, but has been 
superseded by the Braille and books in 
New York Point are little called for 
now. 

All books for the blind are carried 
free through the mail when they bear 
the Library Commission franking label. 

The Library Commission has not yet 
purchased any talking books as they are 
expensive and there are only two or three 
talking machines in the state. These 
books may be borrowed from the Ameri- 
ean Foundation for the Blind, 125 East 
46th Street, New York, N. Y. 

But for books in Braille, send to the 
Iowa Library Commission for list. The 
last Biennial Report of the Library 
Commission shows that 3,679 books for 
the blind were loaned during the last 
biennium. 





Plant an Oak 

Plant an oak in yourself—live lightly, 
do foolish things, waste some of your 
time extravagantly, don’t be so solemn, 
don’t imagine that everything you do or 
say is important. Drop that black dis- 
guise of dignity and decorum and be the 
genial idiot you’d like to be. 

But somewhere in your changing heart 
plant an oak; take one corner of your- 
self seriously, guard one part, decide 
that this one thing in life is important 
and worth protecting—I don’t know 
what that one thing is for vou, I’m not 
saying what it is for me—but I know 
that it exists and is an oak that will 
survive and shelter your life when the 
light things and the trivial interests have 
gone back to nothingness again you'll 
not be sorry that vou planted an oak. 

—Marsnaut Mastin. 





Is It Yours? 


Some library in the state, publie or 
school, is accusing someone of stealing 
a copy of ‘‘The Autobiography of Ben- 
jamin Franklin.’ Wherever this library 


is they are notified to call for it at the 
lowa Library Commission, and in future 
to place some mark of ownership in their 
books. 

This book wandered into the Library 
Commission with some Traveling Library 
books, but was not discovered in time to 
determine its source, and there is noth- 
ing about the book to indicate the owner. 
It contains a red edged label on the 
back, number 810, and a blank pocket 
and a book card. Is it yours? It will 
be returned upon identification. 

The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion has had two books in her office for 
a number of years, coming in without 
ownership mark or information to secure 
their return. That any library should 
be so careless as to invite loss of their 
books by allowing them to circulate with- 
out ownership mark is almost unbeliey- 
able, but such seems to be the case. 

Legislation 

The Forty-fifth General Assembly ad- 
journed without having passed any 
library legislation referred to it.  Li- 
braries, however, are interested in the 
failure of passage of a continuation of 
the Beatty-Bennett Law and of House 


File No. 391, making impossible an in- 
crease in library appropriations. 

How much librarians and library trus- 
tees are responsible for failure of atten- 
tion to library bills perhaps librarians 
and trustees can best answer by recog- 
nizing the attention or inattention they 


gave to this matter. For the only hope 
of securing any library legislation is 
through the concerted effort of the li- 
brary people themselves. 
Summer Reading Projects 
By Katharine Olcott Roberts, Head, Chil- 
dren's Department, Davenport 
Public Library 
‘*Round the world in three months” 
might have been the motto of some of 
the children who joined our Stay-at- 
Home Travel Club. In the spring one 
feels the wanderlust and the desire to 
go a-wandering, so we felt that the chil- 
dren might like to emulate their elders 
and travel by the book route. 
We made very careful plans for our 
travel club and visited each room in 
the schools, giving inspirational talks 
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explaining the working of the club. Each 
child was given a brightly colored list 
of attractive books about life in other 


countries. During the talk, imaginary 
trips which could be made were planned 
out with the children’s suggestions. The 
date of departure of the ship was an- 
nouneed and the children were urged to 
be on hand that day to get their tickets. 
The tickets were long, yellow affairs, 
bearing the picture of a steamer plowing 
through the water on the top, which 
could be folded many times like a real 
ticket. 

To obtain a ticket each child must 
own a library card and must have read 
one book on the United States. Chil- 
dren traveling first class passage must 
read three books on each country; sec- 
ond class, two; and third class, one 
book. 

The day of departure was a very busy 
one in the Children’s Room and truly 
resembled the Grand Central Station on 
a rush day, with the children all asking 
for tickets and getting their itineraries 
mapped out and some late comers even 
having to provide themselves with li- 
brary cards. 

As usual, the first rush was to Europe, 
the popular countries being Norway, 
Sweden and Russia. The less familiar 
countries, such as Albania and Czecho- 
slovakia, were also eagerly visited, prob- 
ably due to the popularity of ** Children 
of the Mountain Eagle,’’ and _ the 
‘‘Poppy Seed Cakes.”’ ' 

Some adventurous souls who wished 
to stray farther afield on their vacation 
tours selected China, Japan, and India 
as a pleasant cruise. 

At the close of this very busy day 
when the staff felt the need of a recre- 
ation trip after dispatching so many 
youthful travelers on the tours of their 
choice, an engaging little youngster con- 
fided to the children’s librarian, ** Gee, 
Miss Roberts, I thought we went real.’’ 
We felt that the preliminary talks had 
at least been adequate. 

Later, air eruises and ocean voyages 
were added to the list of choice itin- 
eraries. Following Nobile to the North 
Pole without any danger of getting ice 
bound had its appeal for some of the 
young readers and others flew from 
Paris to London by way of Lindbergh’s 





‘We.’ Travel at home was popular 
also and all our National Parks were 
visited. 


Two hundred and five children set out 
on these tours, and fifty completed jour- 
neys of varying lengths and had their 
names on the honor roll. The child 
ranking first took eleven first class trips 
and visited twenty-one countries. Some 
of her most extended tours covered 
South America, Europe and the Orient. 
She also took a few short desert and 
camping trips and a short flight to Baffin 
Bay. No prizes were offered, but the 
travelers who went farthest afield found 
their names and an account of their 
cruises in the daily papers. We feel that 
the main reason for the popularity of 
the summer reading projects is that 
each child is encouraged to work his 
project out independently and to read 
just as much or as little as he wishes to. 
There are no hard and fast rules mar- 
ring the joy of summer reading. 

We asked several people to visit our 
story hours and talk about their vaea- 
tions in the Madeira Islands, Scotland 
and Bryee’s Canyon and Yellowstone 
Park as a nice windup to the reading 
project. 

The practical knowledge gained in the 
summer reading formed the basis of the 
project for Children’s Book Week. The 
subject selected was ‘‘ Modes of Travel.’’ 

Third grade children from three 
schools made miniature table projects 
from Africa, Holland, and India. A 
very realistic desert scene showed a car- 
avan approaching an oasis in Africa. 
On an adjacent table was a cheerful 
Dutch scene with a boy and girl in 
wooden shoes going to market with their 
milk eart, while across the room a lordly 
Indian rajah attended by his servants 
was shown paying a visit to his forests, 
where lumbering was in progress. 

The older children wrote essays on 
various modes of travel, several of which 
were read by their authors at the Special 
Story Hour. Many wrote of the Graf 
Zeppelin, which had recently passed 
over our city and had thrilled the chil- 
dren as had Lindbergh’s flight te 
France. 

A little third grade bov deseribed the 
Graf Zeppelin thus: ‘‘The Graf Zeppe- 
lin is the greatest airship in the world. 
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It is 770 feet long. It is made of alumi- 
num and burns blue gas. They had to 
be very careful on board this ship. The 
people were not allowed to smoke for 
fear it might cause disaster. It took 
nearly four days for the Zeppelin to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean. One lady was 
on the ship. 

‘‘One of the fins on the airship was 
broken and the crew risked their lives 
to fix it. The passengers were not told 
of the danger they were in for fear they 
would get sick or frightened. They met 
bad storms on the way over. This made 
the trip very dangerous. 

‘‘The Graf Zeppelin remained in the 
United States two weeks. It then sailed 
back to Germany. It took it 72 hours 
to make the return trip. A _ nineteen- 
year-old boy hid in the ship and will be 
given a job when he gets to Germany. 
Everybody seems to like this boy. He 
was given odd jobs todo. Clarence Ter- 
hune, this American stowaway boy, was 
cheered by the people of Germany.”’ 

A little girl in the sixth grade gave 
this as her thoughts on that perplexing 
subject, ‘‘World Friendship’’: 

‘*World friendship is being friends 
with other nations. A friend is some- 
one who likes you and is loyal to you. 
Countries can be friends as well as peo- 
ple. If they are friends they will like 
each other and not have so many wars. 
Wars are usually caused by misunder- 
standings. So every country should try 
to understand the other.’’ 

Another very satisfactory method of 
introducing children’s books is through 
talks to the Parent Teachers Clubs. 
They always follow a chosen course of 
subjects and it has become the custom 
to ask the children’s librarian to talk as 
near Book Week as possible. A very 
popular type of talk at this time is one 
on new titles. We take a number of 
new titles, preferably picture books and 
stories for younger children, and show 
the book while telling the story. One 
may talk on other subjects such as ‘‘ The 
Child’s Home Library’’ or ‘‘Outstand- 
ing Illustrators of Children’s Books.”’ 

We find that Davenport is rich in his- 
torical treasures which their owners are 
only too proud to loan us for display in 
our Doll Fair in the spring. The nucleus 





of this year’s exhibit was a Victorian 
doll. We invited the children to bring 
their old-fashioned dolls and their ae. 
cessories such as mitts, fans, parasols, or 
samplers. Some of the guests who came 
to visit our Little Victorian Maid were 
from an older generation. We weleomed 
an exquisite china lady doll from Ger- 
many. This doll is over sixty years old 
and was dressed in a charming pink silk 
dress of that period. Another guest was 
a blonde, American lady seventy-five 
years old. She also was a reigning 
beauty of her day and country and was 
later purchased by Henry Ford for his 
collection of American treasures. 


The oldest doll at the Fair was a tiny 
carved wooden doll who had crossed the 
country in a covered wagon ninety-five 
years ago. Many foreign dolls were dis- 
played, ineluding dolls from India, a 
Chinese doll with several different kinds 
of headdress, carved Swiss dolls. We 
also had many carved toys, miniature 
sampans, junk ships, and a whistling 
teapot. 


A doll’s fair is a truly charming type 
of exhibit and the children love it. The 
older people take the greatest pride in 
loaning the treasures of their childhood. 
We took pictures of many of these choice 
and lovely old-fashioned dolls and the 
pictures were inserted in the daily pa- 
pers together with publicity. on the doll 
fair. 

Dramatizations 

We always close an exhibit with a 
special story hour which often takes the 
form of a dramatization given by a cer- 
tain grade under the direction of their 
teacher. The children love to give 
dramatizations and require only a crown, 
ears or wings to become rabbits, fairies 
or princesses. Sometimes they drama- 
tize fairy tales but more often they pro- 
duce original group plays. 

These are some of the projects we 
have used to stimulate an interest in 
reading, but there is no end to what can 
be accomplished with the ready assist- 


ance of the supervisor of elementary 


grades and the eager enthusiasm of the 
children. 


—Reading and the School Library, 
June, 1934. 
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Helpful Publications, A. L. A. and 
Otherwise 


Among those which libraries will find 
especially helpful is the new ‘* Buying 
List of Books for Small Libraries,’’ 
which is just out, published by the 
American Library Association, price, 
$1.35, or ten copies or more at $1.00 
each. 

This list contains 1,500 titles and will 
be found very helpful to small libraries, 
both in the matter of additions, and in 
the weeding out of undesirable titles. 

‘‘Current Problems in Public Library 
Finance,"’ though published by the 
American Library Association two years 
ago, is still a very useful publication. 

‘Sixty Edueational Books of 1934’’ 
is a list prepared annually by the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library and reprinted from 
the Journal (4 p., 15 cents). 

The National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers has recently issued a leaflet, 
“Library Service for Everybody,’’ de- 
signed to assist its members in How to 
use their libraries, How to strengthen 
them, and How to start one. This was 
prepared by Julia Wright Merrill, Na- 
tional Chairman of Library Service, and 
sells for 5 cents each, 20 copies for 80 
cents, and larger quantities for less 
rates. 





Foreign Books in Iowa Libraries 

For a number of years the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission has attempted to 
make available to all the libraries of the 
state the foreign books in the state 
by maintaining in the Library Com- 
mission office lists of the foreign 
books in the different libraries. When 
a foreign book was requested lists of 
the books in the language desired were 
sent, with the suggestion that a request 
for the needed book be sent to one of 
the libraries having books in that lan- 
guage. 

At the present time the lists are not 
up to date and this is a request addressed 
to all libraries in the state with foreign 
books to send to the Iowa Library Com- 
mission lists in duplicate of their foreign 
hooks. Response to this request will 
avoid the necessity of personal letters 
and will be appreciated by the Library 
Commission. 


Special Libraries and Book Collections 
in Iowa 

In accordance with the intention of 
the lowa Library Quarterly to list the 
special libraries, we give below items 
concerning two libraries in the state 
which may be of interest to some libra- 
rians. Place them on your list of Spe- 
cial Libraries. 

One is the Harriet C. Marvin Library, 
a Congregational church library, located 
in Grinnell. Mrs. Marvin, for whom the 
library is named, started the collection 
in 1920 when she donated her husband’s 
library of eighty volumes to the Congre- 
gational Conference of the state. The 
collection now numbers 3,600 volumes, 
including a group of religious education 
books and a large collection of biographi- 
cal material. This library is located in 
the Congregational church at Grinnell. 

The other library is unique in the fact 
that it is not a library of books but of 
pictures. Mrs. Louis Pelzer, herself an 
artist, wife of a university history pro- 
fessor and a member of the Art Depart- 
ment of the Iowa Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs, is the sponsor of this library 
which now consists of forty-eight pic- 
tures by thirty-six Iowa artists. 

These pictures have been hung for ex- 
hibition purposes on the walls of the 
Iowa City Public Library, which has no 
other connection with the library beyond 
the loan of its walls for hanging pur- 
poses. 

Another unique feature of the library 
is that it is a loaning library and any 
resident of Johnson county may rent a 
picture to hang on his home walls for 
six months at a fee of $3.00. 

Mrs. Pelzer’s object in arranging this 
library is to awaken the consciousness of 
Iowa people to the art possibilities with- 
in their own state. The plan is an inno- 
vation in this state, though there is a 
similar one in San Diego, California, 
and two other states are said to have 
had a similar plan. 





Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke 

To get some pleasure out of life 
And pass it on to other folk. 

—From a prayer hanging by the Refectory 
of the Cathedral of Chester, England, 
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RURAL EXTENSION NOTES 
(Sponsored by the Committee on Rural 


Extension) 
Indianola’s Dreams Coming True 


‘*Do you believe in dreams?’’ We 
answer, ‘‘ We do.”’ 

For more years than we like to num- 
ber the big ‘‘dream’’ of all connected 
with the Indianola library has been ** Li- 
brary Service for Warren County.’’ We 
used to say “‘In five years—oh yes—in 
less time than that we will surely have 
a County Library.’’ But the five years 
came and went and still no County Li- 
brary. However, we kept on dreaming 
and helping to work out our dreams— 
and really the more people you get on 
the ‘‘dreaming job’’ the sooner your 
dreams will come true. 

In September, 1934, we opened to the 
people of Warren county what we call 
our ‘‘County Corner.’’ It was made 
possible for us through the interests of 
the Warren County Federation of 
Women’s Clubs and Julia Robinson of 
the Library Commission. 

A number of years ago the County 
Federation voted to set aside a small 
sum each year for the ‘‘County Library 
that we’re going to get some day.”’ Then 
when bank failures became the order of 
the day the little sum was not increased 
but rather decreased. In April, 1934, 
at a County Federation meeting it was 
decided to hand over to the Publie Li- 
brary all the money available to be used 
for purchasing books for a ‘*‘ County Cor- 
ner.”’ 

The entire sum of $24.00 was given 
us. Think of it! How we did stretch 
it to buy choice books for children from 
**Mother Goose’’ to ‘‘Tom Sawyer’’ age! 
It seemed as if we were presuming to 
even start a ‘‘corner’’ but we had the 
assurance from Miss Robinson that she 
would add to our collection from her 
discarded books and that is why we 
started in September with 293 books. 
At last we had a beginning. 

At the first meeting of the Warren 
county teachers in September we were 
given a place on the program and told 
our story. At the same time we made 


another offer to our teachers that proved 
one of the most interesting and success- 
ful ventures we have ever experienced. 

It so happened we knew some of the 
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teachers had been reading any books 
brought to them by the children because 
Mary Jane had come to the library one 
day and asked for a ‘* Bobbsey’’ saying 
that there was one her teacher could 
not find—otherwise she had read all of 
them aloud at school! 

Immediately an idea came to us. Why 
not propose to the teachers that we would 
furnish them books for reading aloud— 
one at a time if they would sign up to 
read only from books approved by the 
library. This thing we did—and sueh 
eager, unbounded enthusiasm as we met 
from both teachers and County Super- 
intendent was more than we dreamed it 
could be. At once fifty-three teachers 
came to the library and then the fun 
began. ‘‘How many in your school?” 
‘*Do boys or girls predominate?’’ ‘Do 
you have all grades, and if not just what 
do you have?’’ This information was 
registered for us in a book at the desk 
so that in the future when Rose Smith 
sent by one of her neighbors for a book 
to read aloud to her school, we looked 
up her type of school and students and 
sent her a book accordingly. 

The County Superintendent added 
one more question to his monthly ques- 
tionnaire— ‘What books did you read 
aloud this month?’’ He even went 
further. To the school where nothing 
but the best was read he gave a book. 

Teachers carried books from the 
County Corner regularly to families in 
the community. Gradually people in 
the county are finding out that there is 
a little Treasure Corner awaiting them 
here. 

Other contacts have been made by 
sending books and magazines to CCC 
camps and the Subsistence Farm. In 
one community books have been sent te 
a club where they have been mended and 
are placed in their school. 

Nothing is destroyed any more. Our 
patrons in both town and county bring 
us their magazines and much use is made 
of them. 

These are only a few of the things 
that we do in our county. It is a slow 
process but gradually there is develop- 
ing a ‘‘library consciousness’’ which 18 
a real delight. 

After all dreams are a joy. 
—Mary E. McCoy, Librarian. 











Lydia Roberts Fellowships 

Two Lydia Roberts Fellowships were 
given to lowa librarians for 1935-36, 
Mary E. Brindley of Ames, and Harold 
D. Peterson of Fort Dodge. 

Miss Brindley is a graduate of lowa 
State College and has served as an as- 
sistant both in the State College and 
the Ames Public Libraries. 

Harold D. Peterson is a graduate of 
the State University of lowa where he 
was a student assistant during his col- 
lege course. Since 1925 he has been 


Reba Ashmore, one time librarian of 
Roosevelt High School, Des Moines, has 
been temporarily employed in the Mil- 
waukee State Teachers College. 

Dagny Borge, organizer for the lowa 
Library Commission from 1927 to 1930, 
and since that time librarian of the 
Wisconsin Rapids Publie Library, has 
recently become assistant librarian of 
the University of Wisconsin Agricul- 
tural Library at Madison, Wisconsin. 

The many friends of Johnson Brigham 
throughout the state will be gratified to 
know of his recovery from a recent se- 
vere illness. Mr. Brigham will be 90 on 
his next birthday in March, 1936. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Brown, Frances 
Warner of the State College Library, 
and Sarita Robinson of the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa Library attended the 
Second International Library Congress 
in Madrid, Spain, during May, at which 
Mr. Brown read a paper on ‘* Economic 
tendencies in publishing.”’ 

Mrs. Edward Burling, one of the 
founders of the Eldora Publie Library. 
recently celebrated her 94th birthday 
at her home in Eldora. 

Mary Egan, librarian at Clinton for 
a number of vears, became librarian of 
the DeKalb, Illinois, Publie Library at 
the beginning of the year. 

Dorothy K. Egbert, formerly of Mo- 
nona, has been appointed a member of 
the staff of the Queens Borough Public 
Library of New York City. 

Dorothy Coffin Hickey, organizer 
with the Library Commission in 1921 
and 1922. has been doing a piece of or- 
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ganizing in the Albuquerque, New Mex- 
ico, Publie Library. 

Hannah Johnson, formerly of Oska- 
loosa and daughter of Mrs. Irving C. 
Johnson, trustee of the Oskaloosa Pub- 
lic Library, has been promoted from the 
reference department of the Frick Art 
Reference Library of New York City to 
the head of the circulation department 
of that library. 

Mary-Kathryn Kerwin of Waterloo, a 
graduate of Western Reserve Library 
School, has been employed in the cireu- 
lation department of the Detroit Public 
Library. 

Olivia MeCabe, librarian of the High- 
land Park Branch of the Des Moines 
Public Library, recently won the first 
prize in a contest sponsored by the 
makers of Parker’s Perfect Polish. The 
prize was a new Ford coupe. 

Blanche Maytag, assistant librarian of 
the Newton Publie Library, was elected 
president of the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s League at their recent 
meeting in Des Moines. 

Alice Niman, a graduate of Western 
Reserve Library School last June, has 
been appointed children’s librarian at 
Whiting, Indiana. 

Ellen Shope, formerly of Des Moines, 
and an assistant in the Des Moines Pub- 
lie Library, and recently head of the 
children’s department of the library of 
Hawaii, was married in Honolulu to 
Pierre Le-Bourdais. Mr. and Mrs. Le- 
Bourdais will live in Honolulu. 

Katherine Shorey, formerly of the 
Davenport library staff, and for the past 
four vears librarian of the Green County 
Library at Xenia, Ohio, has resigned 
that position to aecept that of librarian 
of the new Martin Memorial Library at 
York, Pennsylvania. 

Gretta Smith, at one time organizer 
with the Iowa Library Commission, and 
of more recent date occupying various 
positions, the latest being that of Ex- 
hibits and Publicity of the Enoch Pratt 
Library at Baltimore, Maryland, became 
head of the Art Department of that 
library on January Ist, last. 

Harriet Turner of Enoch Pratt Li- 
brary, Baltimore, Md., formerly Refer- 
ence Librarian of the Des Moines Public 
Library, will spend the summer in study 
at Heidelberg University. 
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Library News of the State 











Allison—<April 6th marked the sixth 
anniversary of the opening of the public 
library. In observance of this oceasion 
an interesting exhibit prepared by school 
children of Japan in connection with a 
good will project and sponsored by the 
International Junior Red Cross, was on 
display at the library Saturday after- 
noon and evening. 

Ames—Elinor Acheson, an assistant 
in the public library for several years, 
and Weaver D. Connelly were married 
on April 28th. 

Bloomfield—James J. Smith has been 
appointed to the library board to succeed 
C. C. Brown, who recently moved to 
Fairfield. 

Boone—Dr. Nelson M. Whitehill was 
named a member of the board of trustees 
of Ericson Library by Mayor J. E. 
Irwin. 

Burlington—Helen E. Bergloff of 
Long Beach, California, has been ap- 
pointed assistant in the public library 
to take the place of Marie Barkman who 
went to the Lincoln, Nebraska, Public 
Library early in April. Miss Bergloff 
received her training in the Western Re- 
serve University Library School at 
Cleveland. 

Three new book cases have been added 
to the children’s department. 

Carroll—Sadie Stevens, librarian of 
the public library, was the speaker on 
the occasion of the graduation of the 
pupils from the eighth grades of the 
rural schools of the county. The subject 
of Miss Stevens’ address was ‘‘ Outside 
Reading and School Work.’’ 

Cedar Rapids—Elizabeth Leland, as- 
sistant in the children’s department of 
the public library, was married on June 
12th to Frederick Bentley of Cleveland 
where Mr. and Mrs. Bentley will make 
their home. 


Clarion—<April lst marked the begin- 
ning of the 29th year of the publie li- 
brary. At the annual meeting of the 
board small raises were given to the 
librarian, her assistant, and the janitor. 
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Clear Lake—Mrs. George Ott is the 
new board member of the public library 
taking the place of Mrs. N. W. Phillips, 
Council Bluffs—Many of the second 
grades of the city schools have created 
friezes of crayon drawings, telling the 
story of their group visits to the library, 
In these pictures the class is seen leay- 
ing school, walking along the sidewalk, 
arriving at the library, and being con- 
dueted through its various departments 
by Ruth Montague, school librarian. 


Decorah — Luther College — The li- 
brary has been made the permanent de- 
pository of the files of the Minneapolis 
Tidende, a Norwegian newspaper pub- 
lished since 1887, and recently merged 
with the Decorah-Posten, established and 
printed in Decorah since 1874. In addi- 
tion to a complete file of the Minneap- 
olis Tidende, both daily and weekly edi- 
tions, the collection contains most of the 
issues of Faedrelandet og Emigranten, 
Budstikken, Nordvesten, and Emigran- 
ten. There are about 250 volumes in all. 
The Luther College Library now has 
the largest and best Norwegian-Ameri- 
can newspaper collection in America 
(about 1,000 volumes in all) and this, 
together with manuscripts and books in 
the same field in its possession, probably 
makes it the largest depository of souree 
material on the history of the Norwegian 
element in America found in any one 
place. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The pic- 
nic and annual business meeting were 
held May 28th at the MeVey Tea Room 
as the weather was too threatening for 
an out of door picnice. 

A diseussion, led by Mr. Spaulding, 
on Federal Aid preceded the business 
meeting. Reports for the past year 
were read and the following officers 
elected for the coming year: President, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, Lineoln 
Heights Branch, Publie Library; viee 
president, Mrs. Bertha Baker, Historical 
Department; secretary, Winnie Lind- 
quist, Lincoln High School; treasurer, 
Lulu Grace Saberson, Medical Library; 
program chairman, Dorothea Edwards, 
University Branch, Publie Library; 80- 
cial chairman, Mrs. Hilda Howe, libra- 
rian, Meredith Publishing Co. 


Des Moines—Medical Library—Helen 
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McDermott, for a number of years as- 
sistant in this library, was married on 
May 11th to James C. Shaw. Mrs. Shaw 
will continue her library work. 


Estherville—C.. J. Robinson has been 
named a member of the library board to 
succeed J. E. Stockdale. 


Fort Dodge—E. E. Cavanaugh has 
been appointed a member of the library 
hoard to succeed Rey. Arthur Peterson, 
appointed for the unexpired term of 
Judge MeCall. 

Alice Story, librarian of the Marshall- 
town Public Library for the past ten 
years, has been appointed librarian to 
succeed Mrs. H. Barnard Gray, who re- 
signed some time since on account of ill 
health. 

Miss Story is a graduate of Simpson 
College and of the Wisconsin Library 
School. Her experience includes two 
years as assistant librarian at Virginia, 
Minnesota, two vears in the public li- 
brary at Huron, South Dakota, two 
years in the High School Library at 
Lead, South Dakota, two’ and one-half 
years as high school librarian in Des 
Moines, and a half vear as a branch 
librarian in Des Moines. Miss Story will 
take up the work in Fort Dodge Au- 
gust Ist. 


Fort Madison—W. A. Scherfe has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the unexpired term of Henry 
Helling. who resigned from the board. 

Hampton—Rex. E. Robinson recently 
resigned from the library board. 

Iowa City—Library Club—The offi- 
cers of the lowa City Library Club re- 
cently elected for the year 1935-36 
are: President, Mrs. Aletha B. Redman, 
reference assistant, Serials Department, 
University of Iowa; vice president, 
Helen D. Hutchinson, assistant, Univer- 
sity of Iowa Foreign Language Li- 
braries ; secretary-treasurer, Arlot Olson, 
assistant. Order Department, University 
of Towa. 

Iowa City — University Libraries - 
Ione Postal, the attendant in charge of 
the Mathematies and Physies Libraries, 
was married on June 9th, but will con- 
tmue her work in these libraries until 
August Ist. 


LeMars—Roland Bedell, city attor- 


ney, was appointed a member of the li- 
brary board to fill the unexpired term of 
Rev. J. J. Vollmar who recently died. 

Marengo—The children of the lower 
grades are being brought to the library 
for half hour periods during which they 
read books at the table or quietly look 
at the books on the shelves, thus forming 
good library habits. 

Mason City—On Sunday, May 3rd, 
new volumes from the Elizabeth Han- 
ford Collection were on exhibition at 
the library. There was also a small 
exhibit of autobiography written by 
local students. 

Mount Pleasant—Iowa Wesleyan Col- 
lege—During his visit to the college on 
Commencement Day, Admiral Byrd 
graciously autographed copies of his 
books belonging to the library. 

Mount Pleasant — Public Library — 
Mrs. Fred Van Allen has been appointed 
on the library board to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Miss Snyder. 

Osceola—Three new members have 
been appointed on the library board, 
R. E. Killmar, Dr. J. N. Goodman, and 
J. M. Grimes to take the places of L. E. 
Crist and W. N. Temple, deceased, and 
A. D. Simmons, who recently resigned. 

Perry—<Attended by a large crowd a 
program was presented at the library 
in celebration of the recent landscaping 
project, sponsored by the Webster Gar- 
den Club. An entertaining program 
was given with a large number of the 
Junior Garden Club members taking 
part. Plans for the landscaping were 
made by an Iowa State College expert. 

St. Charles—Gertrude Beamer, who 
has efficiently served the library since 
its organization, has moved from town 
and Mildred Black has been appointed 
to fill her place. 


Sibley — Beatrice Brown, librarian 
for the past two years, will be married 
on June 28th to J. M. Freeman of Cres- 
ton where Mr. and Mrs. Freeman will 
live. Zenobia Watson has been selected 
to fill the vacancy. 

Spencer—Beginning June Ist the li- 
brary will be open Wednesday and Sat- 
urday mornings from 9:00 to 12:00 
o’elock. The regular opening at 2:30 
will not be affected by this change. 
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Spencer and Spirit Lake—These li- 
braries are trying the experiment of ex- 
changing books which have been well 
read in one library and not purchased 
in the other. 

Spirit Lake—The new members of 
the library board are Charles A. Yarnes 
and Mrs. Harry Mahannah, who were 
appointed to fill the unexpired terms of 
M. V. Henderson and Mrs. T. E. Burt. 

Terril—Mrs. Frank Anderson and 
Mrs. R. Hill have been appointed to the 
library board to take the places of Mrs. 
Schooley and Mrs. Blum. 

Webster City—An exhibit of early 
china dolls, dressed in the clothing of 
their period, was exhibited in the Ken- 
dall Young Library. 

West Branch—The Community Club 
has arranged for the use of a room in 
the basement of the library for commit- 
tee meetings and small conference 
groups. 

Margaret Wertzbaugher has been se- 
lected as librarian to fill the vacancy 
eaused by the death of Mabel Leech. 
Mrs. Bessie Heald, assistant librarian 
under Miss Leech, ably carried on the 
work during Miss Leech’s illness and 
since her death. 

West End—The Community library, 
a project started by the late Mrs. R. B: 
Louden, which has been closed recently, 
has been reopened with a part time li- 
brarian in charge. Roberta Louden is 
president of the board. 

What Cheer—This library had its be- 
ginnings forty years ago with a group 
of women, known as the Thursday Club, 
who met each week to do needlework. 
They decided to add reading to their 
program, each member buying a book 
and exchanging the volumes. More 
women joined the group until a small 
library was started, housed in different 
stores with club members taking charge 
of book loans on Saturday afternoons. 

Given permanent lodging in a room 
over the city hall, the books were in- 
dexed and filed by Mrs. R. F. Madden, 
a former librarian in Cleveland. Pur- 
chases of the club and donations from 
citizens have increased the library to 
1,750 volumes, open Saturday afternoon 
and evening, with Mrs. Lulu Baxter in 
charge. 





Summer Library Hours 

That library boards may know what 
are the summer evening hours decided 
upon by other library boards are, we 
give below information which has come 
through the clipping service. 

Albia, Fort Madison, and Keokuk an- 
nounce no evening openings, Red Oak 
and Sheldon will be open on Wednesday 
and Saturday evenings only, Spirit Lake 
only Saturday evening. Ames and 
Bloomfield will keep open every evening 
until eight o’clock. This, of course, is 
only a very small per cent of the li- 
braries, but may show the trend. 





Gifts and Benefits 

Owing to the large amount of material 
available for the last number of the 
Quarterly, among the articles crowded 
out was a report of library gifts and 
benefits which is therefore combined 
with items since received. 

The outstanding library gift to be 
reported in the last number was the 
gift estimated at $50,000 left to the 
town of New London by the will of the 
late Henry J. Nugent. Not to exceed 
$10,000 is designated for the erection 
of a library building, the interest from 
the balance to be used for the mainte- 
nance of a library. 

Another town, Salem, in the same 
county, Henry, also received a similar 
library gift of $15,000 to $20,000 for a 
library building and endowment. Both 
towns should make their organization 
permanent by the levy of a tax, plae- 
ing the library and its personnel under 
the city government. 

Oskaloosa—William Penn College— 
Through the generosity of the late War- 
ren C. Johnson, the college has received 
$8,500 to be known as the Judge J. Kelly 


Johnson Library Memorial Fund, the — 


interest of which is to be used for the 
library. 

Tipton was reported last month as 
receiving $200.00 as a legacy from Matt 
Thiel which was expended for a globe, 
the Eneyelopedia Britannica, and the 
Pageant of America. To this, Tipton 
now adds a gift of $500.00 by the will 
of the late W. G. Gilmore. 

The State College at Ames has re 
ceived three hundred volumes on orm- 
thology, collected by Dr. Clyde E. 
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Ehinger of Keokuk, and also a collee- 
tion of botanical pamphlets gathered 


by Professor Bohumil Shimek, filling 


sixty pamphlet boxes. 

The Portia Club of. Belle Plaine has 
donated $50.00 to the Hart Memorial 
Library toward a permanent library 
fund. 

Boone also received a gift of $50.00 
from ‘‘a friend’’ for the purchase of 
pooks. Some time ago the American 
Legion Auxiliary gave this library 
$15.00 for children’s books, Jefferson 
has received $81.00 for the purchase of 
juvenile books from a library benefit. 

A shelf of juvenile nonfiction, be- 
longing before her death to Luey Jean 
Mohler, was recently given to the Lake 
View Library. Adult nonfiction was 
also included. New books are to be 
added each year by her family to this 
collection which will be known as the 
Lucy Jean Mohler Memorial Collection, 
and will be marked with a_ bronze 
plate. Lucey Jean was twelve years old 
when she died. 

Other towns reporting gifts of books 
or magazines, or money for the pur- 
chase of books are Avoca, Bellevue, 
Bloomfield, Eagle Grove, Edgewood, 
Griswold, Harlan, Humboldt, Children’s 
Horpital and University Libraries, 
Iowa City, McGregor, Manly, Marengo, 
Marion, Monona (also help in arrang- 
ing library), Newton, North English, 
Oakland, Parnell, Riceville, Shenan- 
doah, Sioux City, Buend Vista College, 
Storm Lake, Strawberry Point, Wau- 
kon, West Branch, Williamsburg, and 
Wilton Junction. 

Calls for books for hospital use was 
made at Burlington, for books in gen- 
eral at Chariton, and for music at In- 
dianola. 

At Belle Plaine three Moline elm 
trees were planted in the parking in 
front of the library and presented to 
the library by the Belle Plaine Garden 
Club. At Tama a colorful map of Iowa 
was given to the library by a member 
of the Tama-Toledo Chapter of the D. 
A. R. 

The Davenport Public Library is 
grateful for the services of a commit- 
tee from the Ladies of the Loval Order 
of the Moose, who have helped the staff 
in the mending of books. 





Various money raising methods were 
also tried in other towns, netting varied 
amounts to be expended for library 
books, of which ecard parties seem most 
popular with teas second, the former 
being given as library benefits at 
Avoca, Battle Creek, Dexter, Elkader, 
Everly, Farmington, Lake View, and 
Sioux Center, and teas at Elliott (with 
book reviews), Fayette, Indianola, 
Lake View, Lohrville, Newell, Rolfe 
(also an Open House on another date), 
and West Union. Plays were given at 
Afton, Manilla, Buffalo Center, Guth- 
rie Center, Madrid, Melcher (with Sam 
Risk of the Bureau of Internationa! 
Speakers at Ames as speaker), Sioux 
Center, Wall Lake, and Woodward. 
Clarksville had a bake sale, Corning a 
concert, Manning a book drive, and 
Oxford Junction a carnival. 


Deaths 
Mrs. E. A. Cobb, a member of the 


Harlan Library Board, passed away 
March 31st. Mrs. Cobb was one of the 
members to be appointed on the first 
library board in 1904 and has been an 
enthusiastic worker for library interests 
during the entire period of service. 

Mrs. Harriet Ellsworth, a member of 
the Iowa Falls Library Board, died at 
her home on April twentieth. Mrs. 
Ellsworth was a member of the stock 
company under which the library was 
first organized in 1895. In 1899 when 
a tax was levied for the library, Mrs. 
Elisworth became a member, remained 
on the board until 1919 when, through a 
reorganization, she was not retained. In 
1924 she was reappointed and remained 
a member until the time of her death. 
She was vice president for a number of 
years. 

She was a most interested and pro- 
gressive member and allowed nothing to 
interfere with her attendance at board 
meetings. During the past year when 
it was difficult for her to leave the house 
the board met in her home. This, and 
the fact that no appointment has been 
made to fill the vacancy because hers is 
a hard place to fill, gives an estimate of 
her value to the library interests of the 
community. 

H. J. Henderson, a member of the 
Hampton Library Board, died on May 
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20th. He was appointed in 1928 and 
_was then, and has continued county 
superintendent of schools. 

Mrs. Laura Hogue, librarian of the 
Blencoe Branch of the Onawa Public 
Library for ten years, died at her home 
on March 25th. Mrs. Hogue knew her 
books, particularly the better class of 
reading, and was a good ‘‘reader’s ad- 
viser’’ for the community. 

Mabel Leach, librarian of the West 
Branch Publie Library for fifteen years, 
died at the home of her uncle in West 
Branch on Sunday, May 5th. Miss Leech 
went to Iowa City on January 2nd last 
for an operation, from which at first 
she seemed to be recovering. 

Miss Leech was a graduate of the 
West Branch High School and attended 
Cornell College, majoring in art for 
which she had talent, which she had not 
time to indulge. 

She had no library training, but her 
interest in reading and in people enabled 
her to give her library the largest per 
capita circulation in the state, 39, and 
probably in the country and therefore 
in the world. 

In addition to her library work she 
was the West Branch correspondent of 
the Iowa City Press-Citizen. Her li- 
brary publicity in the West Branch 
paper was always recognizable. 

The place she held in the community 
is evidenced by the tribute paid to her 
by the mayor of West Branch who in 
closing said, ‘‘She has builded for her- 
self, in the hearts of those she loved and 
served, a monument, more splendid and 
more lasting than lettered stone or 
seulptored marble.’’ 

To her sister she wrote when she 
realized her work was over, ‘‘ Although 
life is full’ of interest, death does not 
appall me. It is a beautiful time to go. 
Each day seems a new adventure and 
death will be just another.’’ 

To the Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission her loss is not only that of one 
of the librarians of the state, but of a 
valued friend. 


L. H. Mayne, trustee for many years 
of the Emmetsburg library, recently 
died. The following resolution was 
passed by the board: ‘‘It is with pro- 
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found regret that the trustees of the 
Emmetsburg Public Library record the 
death of L. H. Mayne, who has been a 
trustee of this library for many years. 
Mr. Mayne was always interested in the 
library and its work and his wise coun- 
sel and generous assistance will be 
greatly missed. He was always faithful 
to his trust. Mr. Mayne was a man of 
high ideals and strong convictions and 
courageous in advocating or defending 
what he considered right. His long and 
conscientious service as a member of 
this board has been a substantial con- 
tribution to the upbuilding of this insti- 
tution in this community.”’ 


Elizabeth K. Montanus, for four 
years a member of the extension de 
partment in charge of hospital work of 
the Davenport Public Library, died at 
her home on June 5th. She was belov 
by the library staff and patients fore 
happy disposition. 

Snyder, a member of the Mount 
Pleasant library board, died on Mareh 
30th at the Memorial Hospital in Mount 
Pleasant. Miss Snyder had been a trus- 
tee of this library since its establishment 
in 1902. She was 82 years old. 


Rev. J. J. Vollmar, a member of the 
LeMars library board, and a Lutheran 
minister, died during February. He 
was very active in the affairs of the 
community and his death was universally 
regretted. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 

Will any library having a copy of No. 
4, Vol. 11 (April, 1899) of the Midland 
Monthly to spare please communicate 
with the Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission ? 

The Chariton Public Library wishes 
the following A. L. A. publications: 

A. L. A. Catalog, 1926 and later. 

A. L. A. Handbook, 1926 and later. 

Booklist Se. 1915 to O. 1925, 1926, 
1927, 1928 Ja., Se. and O.; 
and Se.; 1931 Ja., F. Mr., and Ap.; 
1932 O., N., and D.; 1933, and 1934. 

Will any library having these to dis 
pose of please communicate with 
fred Wennerstrum, Chariton Publie 
Library ? be 








